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SC Public Radio uncovers local legends and investigates reported hauntings in 
new “South of Spooky” podcast 

Episodes begin streaming on October 7 with hosts Gavin Jackson and A.T. Shire 
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – South Carolina ETV and SC Public Radio announced that episodes of the new podcast 
South of Spooky will be available for streaming starting on October 7. The weekly podcast is a lighthearted 
exploration of history and culture through the lens of local legends and their impact on communities across 
our region. South of Spooky will be available for streaming on the SC Public Radio website, YouTube 
channel, and major podcast apps. 

Stories such as the Gray Man of Pawleys Island, the unexplained hauntings at the historic Poinsette Bridge 
in Landrum, and even a trip to a reportedly haunted hospital in Tennessee will all be explored in the 
inaugural season of this limited series. Production funding for South of Spooky is provided by the ETV 
Endowment of South Carolina. 

Hosts Gavin Jackson and A.T. Shire dig into the stories with paranormal experts, historians, authors and 
community members to see how these myths and ghost stories impact their community’s history, values 
and way of life. 

After working on the SC Public Radio productions Piano Jazz and Song Travels with Michael Feinstein, 
South of Spooky host A.T. Shire moved to Columbia, SC to join the SC Public Radio team. Host Gavin 
Jackson joined the South Carolina ETV and SC Public Radio team in 2017 and hosts the weekly public 
affairs show This Week in South Carolina and the South Carolina Lede news podcast. 

In Episode 1, South of Spooky investigates the story of the Gray Man of Pawleys Island, considered to be 
a sign of protection from hurricanes. The centuries-old legend is that of a love story. A young man dies on 
his way to ask for his fiancé’s hand in marriage. After his death, the young woman is warned about a storm 
by a cloaked gray man, and her home remains undamaged. The Gray Man is said to roam the island in the 
days before a storm, still searching for his lover. 

New episodes of South of Spooky will be released each week, with the final episode released on 
November 11.  

Visit the SC Public Radio website for more information on South of Spooky, to listen to Episode 1 or to 
subscribe through your favorite podcast app. 

QUOTES 
“When I take off my official reporter jacket after a long day of covering the horrors of the modern news 
cycle, I enjoy covering a different kind of terror—the fictional kind that has a splash of history and a stir of 
humor. South of Spooky is meant to enlighten and entertain as well as provide a brief respite from the 
news.” – South of Spooky Host Gavin Jackson  
 
“Whether it was being obsessed with horror movies or staring endlessly at Slayer and Metallica album 
covers as a child, I’ve always had a soft spot for the scarier things in life. When moving to South Carolina 
from New Jersey, what struck me immediately was how numerous and entrenched ghost stories and urban 
legends are here in the Palmetto State. Meeting Gavin, I’ve found a kindred spirit (pun intended, not sorry) 
when it comes to interest in the paranormal and we cover it the only way we know how: we’re serious about 
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having fun while we learn. “Third wheel it” with me and Gavin as we traverse the state, learning about the 
spookier side of South Carolina!” – South of Spooky Host A.T. Shire 
 
“The South has a special relationship with tales of ghosts, hauntings and the paranormal. These stories 
impact the ways our communities preserve their history and celebrate their uniqueness. We’re thrilled to be 
exploring our region’s spooky history with this podcast – just in time for Halloween – and I think we’ve been 
able to give the stories the respect they deserve while still imbuing everything with the playful, irreverent, 
and silly personalities A.T. and Gavin are known for. We hope our listeners learn something new about the 
place they call home and have fun doing it!” – Director of SC Public Radio Sean Birch 
   
 
FAST FACTS 

• South Carolina ETV and SC Public Radio announced that episodes of the new podcast South of 
Spooky will be available for streaming starting on October 7.  

• The weekly podcast is a lighthearted exploration of history and culture through the lens of local 
legends and their impact on communities across our region.  

• Hosts Gavin Jackson and A.T. Shire dig into the stories with paranormal experts, historians, authors 
and community members 

• South of Spooky will be available for streaming on the SC Public Radio website, YouTube 
channel, and major podcast apps. 

• Visit the SC Public Radio website for more information on South of Spooky, to listen to Episode 1 
or to subscribe through your favorite podcast app. 

 
About South Carolina ETV and Public Radio 
South Carolina ETV (SCETV) is the state's public educational broadcasting network. Using television, radio 
and diverse digital properties, SCETV's mission is to enrich lives by educating children, informing and 
connecting citizens, celebrating our culture and environment and instilling the joy of learning. In addition to 
airing local programs, such as Carolina Classrooms, Making It Grow, Palmetto Scene and This Week in 
South Carolina, SCETV also presents multiple programs to regional and national audiences, including By 
The River, Expeditions, Reconnecting Roots, Reel South, Somewhere South, Yoga in Practice and Live 
from Charleston Music Hall. In addition, SC Public Radio produces the national radio production, Chamber 
Music from Spoleto Festival USA. 
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