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Analyzing Primary Sources Using Knowitall and the 
Library of Congress Primary Source Analysis Tool



Why Analyze Primary Sources?

● Allows students to think like a historian
● Develop critical thinking skills
● 2019 SC Social Studies Standards

○ Evidence Skill 
■ “Identify,source, and utilize 

different forms of evidence, 
including primary and secondary
sources, used in an inquiry based 
study of history” 

 



Knowitall
Great SC 

Resources

Search by 
Standards

Tons of Useful 
Series and 
Collections

Over 8,500 
Media Assets

Created by ETV
www.knowitall.org 

http://www.knowitall.org


History of SC Slide Collection
Primary Sources

Divided by 
Topics

Images of SC 
History

www.knowitall.org/series/history-south-carolina-slide-collection 

https://www.knowitall.org/series/history-south-carolina-slide-collection


Library of Congress
World’s Largest 

Library

Enormous Digital 
Collection and 

Services

Educational 
Resources for 

Teachers

www.loc.gov/ 

https://www.loc.gov/


Primary Source Analysis Tool
Graphic 

Organizer

Encourages 
Critical Thinking

Suited for any 
type of primary 

source

www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources
/resources/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf


Analyzing Photographs and Prints Tool

Graphic 
Organizer

Encourages 
Critical Thinking

Suited for 
photographs 

and prints 
specifically

www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/reso
urces/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf


How to Use the Primary Source Tool
Choose an image 

from Knowitall

Select 
“Photographs and 
Prints” as source

Complete the 
graphic organizer 

Students use the 
“?” icon for 

prompts

Email responses 
to teacher www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-

analysis-tool/

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/
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