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South Carolina ETV invites public to attend taping of Palmetto Perspectives
exploring women’s political leadership in South Carolina

COLUMBIA, S.C. — South Carolina ETV and Public Radio (SCETV) invites members of the public to attend
a studio taping of Palmetto Perspectives on March 18 from 7 — 8 p.m. at SCETV studios in Columbia. The
upcoming episode will examine the political power of women in South Carolina and the opportunities and
challenges surrounding women'’s participation in public office. The episode of Palmetto Perspectives filmed
on March 18 is scheduled to air on April 23 at 7 p.m. on ETV.

Palmetto Perspectives fosters thoughtful dialogue on the most pressing issues facing communities across
the state. This episode examines why, although women make up approximately 51 percent of South
Carolina’s population, they remain significantly underrepresented in elected leadership positions.

According to data from the Center for American Women and Politics, representation levels in South Carolina
rank among the bottom three states. Historically, only nine women have held statewide constitutional office
in South Carolina, and the state has never elected a woman to serve in the U.S. Senate. The discussion
will examine barriers women may face when seeking office, including fundraising challenges, recruitment
gaps and work-life considerations, while also highlighting the civic and policy benefits associated with
broader representation.

Hosted by Sierra Artemus, the episode will feature a panel conversation with community leaders,
policymakers and advocates focused on identifying pathways for women’s civic engagement and
leadership across South Carolina.

Prior to the taping, attendees can engage with civic organizations around information on elections and even
register to vote. The episode taping will include a studio audience, offering attendees the opportunity to
observe the discussion firsthand and engage in an ongoing public conversation about civic participation
and leadership.

Members of the public are encouraged to attend. Seating is limited, and advance registration is required.

QUOTES

“Palmetto Perspectives creates opportunities for meaningful conversations about issues shaping South
Carolina’s future. Examining women’s leadership in public service allows us to better understand how
representation influences policy, community priorities and civic engagement across our state.” —-SCETV
President and CEO Adrienne Fairwell

"This episode focuses on an important conversation about women’s participation in democracy and the
voices shaping public decision-making. Bringing community members into the studio helps ensure the
discussion reflects perspectives from across South Carolina.” —Palmetto Perspectives Producer Leroy
Green

“'m looking forward to moderating a conversation that explores both the progress made and the work still
ahead when it comes to women in leadership. These discussions help inform and empower communities
to become more engaged in the democratic process.” —Palmetto Perspectives Host Sierra Artemus

FAST FACTS
e SCETV will host a taping of Palmetto Perspectives on March 18 from 7—8 p.m. at SCETV studios
in Columbia.



https://www.scetv.org/watch/palmetto-perspectives
https://cawp.rutgers.edu/news-media/press-releases/where-does-your-state-rank-womens-representation
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/zc8eyxw
https://www.scetv.org/watch/palmetto-perspectives
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e Members of the public are invited to attend the live studio taping; advance registration is required.

e The episode will examine women'’s political representation and civic engagement in South Carolina.

e Women make up approximately 51 percent of South Carolina’s population but hold fewer than 20
percent of elected offices statewide.

e The episode will air statewide on April 23 at 7 p.m. on ETV.

About South Carolina ETV and Public Radio

South Carolina ETV and Public Radio (SCETYV) is the state's public educational broadcasting network.
SCETV amplifies South Carolina voices, provides educational experiences and strengthens communities,
while working toward creating a stronger, more connected and informed South Carolina. In addition to airing
local programs, such as The Know Show, Making It Grow and This Week in South Carolina, SCETV also
presents multiple programs to regional and national audiences, including Books By The River, After Action,
Reconnecting Roots, Reel South, Downing of a Flag and Southern Songwriters with Patrick Davis.
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